Maine Revised Statutes

Title 4: JUDICIARY
Chapter 19: NOTARIES PUBLIC

8960. ADVERTISEMENT OF SERVICES

1. Advertisement defined. For purposes of this section, "advertisement” means material designed to
promote a product or service offered by a person that is engaged in offering such products or services for
profit. "Advertisement" includes business cards, brochures and notices.

[ 2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW .]

2. Notice; requirements. A notary public who is not an attorney admitted to and in good standing
before the bar of the State and who advertises notary services in alanguage other than English must include in
the advertisement a notice that includes:

A. Information on the fees that the notary may charge; and [ 2005, c¢. 629, 83 (NEW.]
B. The following statement:

"I AM NOT AN ATTORNEY LICENSED TO PRACTICE LAW IN MAINE AND MAY NOT
GIVE LEGAL ADVICE ABOUT IMMIGRATION OR ANY OTHER LEGAL MATTER OR
ACCEPT FEESFOR LEGAL ADVICE."

[2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW.]

The notice must be in both English and in the language of the advertisement and in letters of a conspicuous
size. If the advertisement is by radio, television or any other audio medium, the statement may be modified,
but must include substantially the same message.

[ 2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW .]

3. Prohibition. An advertisement for notary services may not include aliteral trandlation of the phrase
"Notary Public" into any language other than English if the literal translation implies that the notary public
is an attorney licensed to practice in the State or in any jurisdiction of the United States. For purposes of this
subsection, "literal translation” means the tranglation of aword or phrase without regard to the true meaning
of the word or phrase in the language that is being trand ated.

[ 2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW .]

4. Civil violation. Any violation of this section constitutes a civil violation for which afine of not more
than $5,000 may be adjudged.

[ 2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW .]

5. Civil action. In addition to any other remedy that may be available, a customer who is aggrieved by
aviolation of this section may initiate acivil action in the Superior Court against the violator for injunctive
relief or damages or both. If a court finds aviolation of this section, the court may award to the customer:

A. An amount equal to actual damages sustained by the customer as a result of the violation; [ 2005,
c. 629, 83 (NEW.]

B. An amount equal to 3 times the actual damages; and [ 2005, c. 629, 83 (NEW.]
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C. The costs of the action together with reasonable attorney's fees as determined by the court. [ 2005,
c. 629, 83 (NEW.]

[ 2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW .]

6. Attorney General action. Whenever the Attorney General has reason to believe that a person in the
State has engaged in or is engaging in activities that violate this section, the Attorney General may initiate an
action in the Superior Court to enforce this section.

[ 2005, c. 629, §3 (NEW .]
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The State of Maine claims a copyright inits codified statutes. If you intend to republish this material, we require that you include the
following disclaimer in your publication:

All copyrightsand other rightsto statutory text arereserved by the Sate of Maine. Thetext includedin this publication reflects changes
made through the Second Regular Session of the 126th Maine Legidature and is current through August 1, 2014. Thetext issubject to
changewithout natice. It isa version that has not been officially certified by the Secretary of State. Refer to the Maine Revised Satutes
Annotated and supplementsfor certified text.

The Office of the Revisor of Statutes also requests that you send us one copy of any statutory publication you may produce. Our godl
isnot to restrict publishing activity, but to keep track of who is publishing what, to identify any needless duplication and to preserve
the State's copyright rights.

PLEASE NOTE: The Revisor's Office cannot perform ressarch for or providelegd advice or interpretation of Mainelaw to the public.
If you need legal assistance, please contact aqudified attorney.
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